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KENTE CLOTH
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RECOGNIZABLE

FEATURE OF BEING
COMPOSED OF
LONG WOVEN,

NARROW STRIPS.




KENTE STRIP-WEAVING

Two to six inches In
width.

Length-Up to 144

Inches.




Strip-Weaving

Cut to a certain length

Sewn selvage to
selvage (side to side)
to create exciting

patterned textiles.




Tradition Garments

16-24 Woven Strips.

Men-Toga-like garment

Women-Pair of upper
and lower wraps




West African

Asante
South Central Ghana

Ewe
Southeastern Ghana
Western Togo




Asante and Ewe Kente




WEAVING BASICS

THE STUDY OF KENTE
CLOTH IS A GREAT
WAY TO
INTRODUCE

WEAVING TO YOUR
STUDENTS.




WEAVING TERMS

WEAVING: Two sets of elements-threads,
paper strips-for instance are interlaced.

One set, the WARP ( VERTICAL) Is

crossed by another, the WEFT (horizontal)
to form a woven structure.

PLAIN WEAVE : Over one, Under one.
WARP OR WEFT DOMINATE

LOOM: Device to hold warp. Tree branch,
paper, frame, complex loom.




BASIC ANATOMY OF THE LOOM

SHED STICK: Raises alternate warp
threads.

HEDDLE: Raises certain warp threads. The
rigid heddle loom it raises alternate warp
threads.

SHED: Space between raised and lowered
threads.

SHUTTLE: Holds weft threads.
SELVAGE: The two side edges.
















FLOOR LOOM




WARP-MEASURING




WEAVERS




CROWN AND DRAG-STONES




WEFT STRIPS AND TAPESTRY




LEARN AT A YOUNG AGE




ASANTE KENTE:
A ROYAL CLOTH

Asante, Asanti,
Ashante, Ashantee

Asantehene=King

In the 1700’s, a
centralized royal
political system with a
powerful court had
formed. Ruled by the
Asantehene.







Minneapolis Institute of Art




Traditional Characteristics-Asanti

Bold, Bright Colors

Yellow (Gold), red, blue,

green (with white and
black).

Geometric patterns

Rectangles, diamonds,
Zigzags, squares.

Blocks: High-intensity
nues with alternating

nlocks of geometric
patterns




DESIGN

Alternation of a woven
section of vertical
(plain) weave, with
solid block of bands,
then block of a
geometric pattern.

Blocks repeat.
Precisely measured.




Cloth Names and Warp Names
Powerful expressive medium of

communication.

Majority of Cloths take
name from their warp-
strip pattern.




Warp Names

mportant Chiefs and
People
Historical Events

Natural phenomena

Extremely Proverbial-
culture rich in use of
proverbs and verbal

wordplay




PROVERBS

AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR
AWAY.

BETTER SAFE THEN SORRY.

DON'T JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER.




-"Mmeeda”, translates

“Something unheard of,
unprecedented,

extraordinary.”

-"Asonawo mmada”
named after the father
of a certain clan of a
Asante king.




Weft Names

Weft designs are
named after object.
Hat, cannon, sandals

Majority Does Not
resemble item.

Over 300 Named
Patterns.

Apremo “Cannon”




NTABON- WEAVING SWORDS




EWE KENTE: A SOCIAL CLOTH

Generally a Non-
hierarchical and

democratic social
structure-ruled by

numerous
chiefs/priests.

Free to experiment.

A chief wearing an
Ewe Kente Cloth.




SOCIAL IMPORTANCE

SPECIAL RITES OF
PASSAGE OT
SPECIAL RITUALS

-Marriage, puberty,
motherhood,
widowhood, birth of
twins.







Softer tones of
browns, blues, greens,
oranges , purples and
reds.

Twist (ply) two colors
to create specked
effect.







Basic Characteristics-Motifs

Figurative Motifs

Images of hats, forks,
pineapples, hands, parrots.

Proverbial: Correspond to a
proverb/saying usually related

to some aspect of dalily live.

LISA-No condition is
permanent as the chameleon
IS constantly undergoing
change as a reflection of
changing circumstances.




EWE MOTIFS

SAFUI — KEY
Symbol of Hard Work

Expression: Safui sesee
wua gawo.

Literal translation: It is a
strong key that opens a
door of riches.

Hard work is the key to
Success.




PATTERNS ARE HANDED DOWN




ASANTI OR EWE?







TEACHING UNIT

INTRODUCE WEAVING
CULTURAL/HISTORICAL
DESIGN-ELEMENTS AND PRINCIPLES

SYMBOLS-Symbols/logos of today.
PROVERBS/SAYINGS/SLANG
STORYTELLING




Prior to Lesson
Read Asanti Spider Stories




Discuss Logos and Symbols

e




WEAVERS LOVE TO HELP
Invite a weaver to your classroom.




Children’s Kente Learning Loom
3Dowels




INEXPENSIVE LOOMS AND
FIBERS




STRIPED BAGS




PAPER AND CRAYONS
















My artwork




My artwork







